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and carry them off to their ships as slaves.1 The French
consuls entertained these pirates at" dinner, supplied them
with provisions and pilots, and generally cherished them
as they did the French priests, and from the same
patriotic motives.2

A single incident will throw a more vivid light on the
complex skein of French diplomatic activity in the
Ottoman Empire during the seventeenth century than
any exhaustive catalogue of recurrent crises. At Christ-
mas, 1673, M. de Nointel, the French ambassador at the
Porte, who spent much of his time travelling about
the Archipelago,3 visited Antiparos and descended into
the grotto for which that island is famous, attended by a
cortege of Capuchins and corsairs. By his order one of
the stalactite columns was turned into an altar : torches
were planted in various nooks and crevices; and a
midnight mass was celebrated. After passing three
days in that picturesque chapel, the ambassador departed
with his priests and pirates, leaving behind him an in-
scription to commemorate the event for the edification
of Christian heretics and Ottoman infidels.4

1  Ibid, i. 160-162, 187, 268.    From English official sources we
get many illustrations of this curious situation.    I will quote
one :   " They [i.e. the Turks] have lately sustained a great loss
at sea, their Alexandrian fleet being met by a squadron of Corsairs
(reported French by those that escaped), consisting of 17 sail,
who have taken and destroyed the greatest part of them."    Sir
Daniel Harvey to Lord Arlington, June 19, 1669.    S.P. Foreign,
Turkey. No. 19.    The dispatch is accompanied by a list of French
succours to the Venetians in Crete.    See also Ricaut's Memoirs,
(1679), 234, 249, 250-252, 263-269.

2  Tournefort, i. 267.

3  See L'odyss&e d'un ambassadeur;   voyages du marquis de
Nointel, 1670-80.    By A. Vandal (1900).

* Tournefort, i. 204. The association between French monks
and pirates under official auspices was a common phenomenon.
The Capuchins of Milo had their convent demolished by the Turks
fpr hiding the plunder made by the porsairs, These contributed